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Abstract Irreducible representation is the nucleus of a character table and is of great

importance in chemistry. This paper focuses on finite metacyclic groups and their

irreducible representation. This study aims to find out the irreducible representation

of finite metacyclic groups of class two and finite metacyclic group of class at least

three of negative type that can have order 16 by using Burnside method.
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1 Introduction

This paper focuses on metacyclic groups. The study of metacyclic groups has been done
in [1–3]. In this paper, the irreducible representation of finite metacyclic groups is determ-
ined. The study of irreducible representation has been done for many groups including
symmetric group by Murnaghan [4], finite classical groups by Lusztig [5] and finite meta-
cyclic groups with faithful irreducible representations by Sim [6]. However, it has not been
done for metacyclic groups. In this paper we use Burnside method to obtain the irredu-
cible representations of finite metacyclic groups. Burnside method has been used to obtain
irreducible representations of groups of order 8 by Sarmin and Fong [7].

There are fourteen types of finite metacyclic groups. In this paper we choose the types
that have order 16. They are of type 1, type 7, type 8 and type 9. The first one is of class
two while the rest are of negative type of class at least three.

2 Preliminaries

In 2005, Beuerle [8] classified the non-abelian metacyclic p-groups. The presentation of
Type 1 metacyclic group of nilpotency class two is as below:

G ≈
〈

a, b
∣

∣

∣
apα

= bpβ

= 1, [a, b] = apα−γ
〉

where α, β, γ ∈ N, α > 2γ, and β > γ > 1.

Our focus is on those groups that have order 16. When α = β = 2 and γ = 1 with p = 2
then by using the formula |G| = pα+β [1], the order of this group is

|G| = pα+β = 22+2 = 24 = 16.

Thus the presentation becomes G ≈
〈

a, b
∣

∣ a4 = b4 = 1, [a, b] = a2
〉

.
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Then the elements are

{1, a, a2, a3, b, ab, a2b, a3b, b2, ab2, a2b2, a3b2, b3, ab3, a2b3, a3b3}.

There are ten classes in this group as listed in Table 1.

Table 1: Classes in Finite Metacyclic Group of Class Two of Order 16

C0 C1 C2 C3 C4 C5 C6 C7 C8 C9

1 a, a3 a2 b, a2b ab, a3b b2 ab2, a3b2 a2, b2 b3, a2b3 ab3, a3b3

According to Beuerle [8], the presentation for type 7, 8 and 9 of metacyclic groups of
negative type of nilpotency class at least three are as below:

G ≈
〈

a, b
∣

∣

∣
a2

α

= 1, b2 = a2
α−1

, [a, b] = a−2

〉

where α ∈ N, α > 3,

G ≈
〈

a, b
∣

∣

∣
a2

α

= 1, b2 = 1, [b, a] = a−2

〉

where α ∈ N, α > 3,

G ≈
〈

a, b
∣

∣

∣
a2

α

= 1, b2 = 1, [b, a] = a2
α−1

−2

〉

where α ∈ N, α > 3.

Our interest would be for those that have order 16. When α = 3, then by using this
formula |G| = 2α+1 [1], the order of these groups is

|G| = pα+1 = 23+1 = 24 = 16.

The presentation becomes

G ≈
〈

a, b
∣

∣ a8 = 1, b2 = a4, [b, a] = a−2
〉

,

G ≈
〈

a, b
∣

∣ a8 = 1, b2 = 1, [b, a] = a−2
〉

,

G ≈
〈

a, b
∣

∣ a8 = 1, b2 = 1, [b, a] = a2
〉

.

Then the elements of type 7 are

{1, a, a2, a3, b, ab, a2b, a3b, b2, ab2, a2b2, a3b2, b3, ab3, a2b3, a3b3},
and the elements type 8 and 9 are

{1, a, a2, a3, a4, a5, a6, a7, b, ab, a2b, a3b, a4b, a5b, a6b, a7b}.
Then there are seven classes in these groups listed in Table 2,3 and 4.
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Table 2: Classes in Finite Metacyclic Group of Class
at Least Three Negative Type of Order 16 for Type 7

C0 C1 C2 C3 C4 C5 C6

1 a, a3b3 a2, a2b2 a3, ab2 b, b3, a2b, a2b3 b2 ab, a3b, b3, a3b3

Table 3: Classes in Finite Metacyclic Group of Class
at Least Three Negative Type of Order 16 for Type 8

C0 C1 C2 C3 C4 C5 C6

1 a, a7 a2, a6 a3, a5 a4 b, a2b, a4b, a6b ab, a3b, a5b, a7b

Table 4: Classes in Finite Metacyclic Group of Class
at Least Three Negative Type of Order 16 for Type 9

C0 C1 C2 C3 C4 C5 C6

1 a, a3 a2, a6 a4 a5, a7 b, a2b, a4b, a6b ab, a3b, a5b, a7b

Next, the irreducible representation of these types of finite metacyclic groups of order
16 are found using the Burnside method.

3 Burnside Method [2]

There are three formulas in this method. The first step in getting the irreducible repres-
entation is by obtaining the class multiplication coefficients

CiCj =
∑

s

Cij,sCs (1)

and the Cij,s are the class multiplication coefficients.
The second step is to obtain the characters of the irreducible representations in terms

of dk using the result given by Burnside (1911)

hihjχ
k
i χk

j = dk

γ
∑

s=1

Cij,shsχ
k
s (2)

where hi is the order of the class Ci, χk
i is the character of elements in class Ci in the

irreducible representation labelled by k, dk is the dimension of the irreducible representation,
Cij,s is the class multiplication coefficient and ris the number of classes in the group.

The last step of getting the irreducible representations of a group is to obtain the nu-
merical values for dk using the following equation:
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∑

i

hiχ
j
iχ

k
i = Nδjk (3)

where N is the order of the group, δjk is the Kronecker Delta symbol, ris the number

of classes in the group and χ
j
i is the character of elements in class Ci in the irreducible

representation labelled by j. For χk
i it is necessary to take the complex conjugate of χ

j
i

whenever imaginary or complex numbers are involved.

3.1 Irreducible Representations of Finite Metacyclic Groups of Class Two of

Order 16

We use Equation (1) to obtain the class multiplication coefficients. For example, multiplying
C1 with C6 will give elements in the Table 5 below.

Table 5: Multiplying C1 with C6

ab2 a3b2

a a2b2 b2

a3 b2 a2b2

Then C1 · C6 = 2C5 + 2C7.

Therefore,

C1 · C6 = c16,0C0 + c16,1C1 + c16,2C2 + c16,3C3 + c16,4C4 + c16,5C5 + c16,6C6 + c16,7C7

+ c16,8C8 + c16,9C9

2C5 + 2C7 = c16,0C0 + c16,1C1 + c16,2C2 + c16,3C3 + c16,4C4 + c16,5C5 + c16,6C6 + c16,7C7

+ c16,8C8 + c16,9C9

Thus

c16,2 = 2 and c16,7 = 2.

Applying equation (1) for all cases gives us
c00,0 = 1
c01,1 = 1
c02,2 = 1
c03,3 = 1
c04,4 = 1
c05,5 = 1
c06,6 = 1
c07,7 = 1
c08,8 = 1
c09,9 = 1

c11,0 = 2
c11,2 = 2
c12,1 = 1
c13,4 = 2
c14,3 = 2
c15,4 = 1
c16,5 = 2
c16,7 = 2
c17,6 = 1
c18,9 = 2
c19,8 = 2

c22,0 = 1
c23,3 = 1
c25,5 = 1
c25,7 = 1
c25,7 = 1
c26,6 = 1
c27,5 = 1
c28,8 = 1
c29,9 = 1

c33,5 = 2
c33,7 = 2
c34,6 = 2
c35,8 = 1
c36,9 = 2
c37,8 = 1
c38,0 = 2
c38,2 = 2
c39,1 = 2

c44,5 = 2
c44,7 = 2
c45,9 = 1
c46,8 = 2
c47,9 = 1
c48,1 = 2
c49,0 = 2
c49,3 = 2

c55,0 = 1
c56,1 = 1
c57,2 = 1
c58,3 = 1
c59,4 = 1

c66,0 = 2
c66,2 = 2
c67,1 = 1
c68,4 = 2
c69,3 = 2
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c77,0 = 1
c78,3 = 1
c79,4 = 1

c88,5 = 2
c88,7 = 2
c89,6 = 2

c99,5 = 2
c99,7 = 2

Next, using Equation (2) for example i=j=0

h0h0χ
k
0χ

k
0 = dk

9
∑

s=0

C00,shsχ
k
s

= dk(C00,0h0χ
k
0 + C00,1h1χ

k
1 + C00,2h2χ

k
2 + C00,3h3χ

k
3 + C00,4h4χ

k
4

+ C00,5h5χ
k
5 + C00,6h6χ

k
6 + C00,7h7χ

k
7 + C00,8h8χ

k
8 + C00,9h9χ

k
9

= dk((1)h0χ
k
0 + (0)h1χ

k
1 + (0)h2χ

k
2 + (0)h3χ

k
3 + (0)h4χ

k
4 + (0)h5χ

k
5

+ (0)h6χ
k
6 + (0)h7χ

k
7 + (0)h8χ

k
8 + (0)h9χ

k
9

= dkh0χ
k
0 .

Thus χk
0 = dk.

Similarly χk
2 = ±dk, χk

5 = ±dk, χk
7 = ±dk.

Using c25,7 = 1 we get χk
2 · χk

5 = dkχk
7 .

Using c11,0 = 2 and c11,2 = 2 we obtain

χk
1 = ±dk, ifχk

2 = dk, and χk
1 = 0, ifχk

2 = −dk.

Similarly for χk
6 .

Using c33,5 = 2 and c33,7 = 2 then

χk
5 = ±dk, ifχk

5 = χk
7 and χk

5 = 0, ifχk
5 6= χk

7 .

Similarly for χk
4 , χk

8 and χk
9 .

Then the characters of the irreducible representations in terms of
dk is given in Table 6.

Table 6: The Characters of the Irreducible Representations in Terms of dk
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Finally, using Equation (3) to obtain dk

∑

i

hi

(

χk
i

)2
= h0χ

k
0χ

k
0 + h1χ

k
1χk

1 + h2χ
k
2χk

2 + h3χ
k
3χk

3 + h4χ
k
4χk

4h5χ
k
5χ

k
5 + h6χ

k
6χ

k
6

+ h7χ
k
7χ

k
7 + h8χ

k
8χ

k
8 + h9χ

k
9χ

k
9

= χk
0χk

0 + 2χk
1χ

k
1 + χk

2χk
2 + 2χk

3χ
k
3 + 2χk

4χ
k
4 + χk

5χk
5 + 2χk

6χ
k
6 + χk

7χk
7

+ 2χk
8χk

8 + 2χk
9χ

k
9

= 16.

For example, using the characters of the third irreducible representation,

∑

i

hi

(

χk
i

)2
= dkdk + 2 (−dk) (−dk) + dkdk + 2dkdk + 2 (−dk) (−dk) + dkdk

+ 2 (−dk) (−dk) + dkdk + 2dkdk + 2 (−dk) (−dk)

= 16d2
k

= 16.

Thus, dk = 1.

As for the fifth irreducible representation,

∑

i

hi

(

χk
i

)2
= dkdk + 2 (0) (0) + (−dk) (−dk) + 2(0)(0) + 2 (0) (0) + dkdk

+ 2 (0) (0) + (−dk) (−dk) + 2(0)(0) + 2 (0) (0)

= 4d2
k

= 16.

Thus, dk = 2.

Therefore, dk = 2 for the fifth and tenth irreducible representations and for the others
dk = 1.

Thus the character irreducible representations table can be completed in Table 7.

Table 7: Character Irreducible Representations
of Finite Metacyclic Group of Order 16
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3.2 Irreducible Representations of Finite Metacyclic Groups of Class At Least

Three of Order 16 of Type 7

We use Equation (1) to obtain the class multiplication coefficients for all cases. Then we
have

c00,0 = 1
c01,1 = 1
c02,2 = 1
c03,3 = 1
c04,4 = 1
c05,5 = 1
c06,6 = 1

c11,0 = 2
c11,3 = 1
c12,1 = 1
c12,3 = 1
c13,2 = 1
c13,5 = 1
c14,6 = 2
c15,3 = 1
c16,4 = 2

c22,0 = 2
c22,5 = 2
c23,1 = 1
c23,3 = 1
c24,6 = 2
c25,2 = 1
c26,6 = 2

c33,0 = 2
c33,2 = 1
c34,6 = 2
c35,1 = 1
c36,4 = 2

c44,0 = 4
c44,2 = 4
c44,5 = 4
c45,4 = 1
c46,1 = 4
c46,3 = 4

c55,0 = 1
c56,6 = 1

c66,0 = 4
c66,2 = 4
c66,5 = 4

Next, using Equation (2) for example i = j = 0,

h0h0χ
k
0χ

k
0 = dk

9
∑

s=0

C00,shsχ
k
s

= dk(C00,0h0χ
k
0 + C00,1h1χ

k
1 + C00,2h2χ

k
2 + C00,3h3χ

k
3 + C00,4h4χ

k
4 + C00,5h5χ

k
5

+ C00,6h6χ
k
6

= dk((1)h0χ
k
0 + (0)h1χ

k
1 + (0)h2χ

k
2 + (0)h3χ

k
3 + (0)h4χ

k
4 + (0)h5χ

k
5 + (0)h6χ

k
6

= dkh0χ
k
0 .

Thus, χk
0 = dk.

Similarly,

χk
5 = ±dk,

χk
2 = ±dk, if χk

5 = dk,

χk
2 = 0, if χk

5 = −dk.

Using c11,0 = 2 and c11,2 = 1, we obtain

χk
1 = ± 1√

2
dk, if χk

2 = 0,

χk
1 = ±dk, if χk

2 = dk,

χk
1 = 0, if χk

2 = −dk.

Similar as χk
3 ,

χk
4 = ±dk, if xk

5 = dk, χk
2 = 0,

χk
4 = 0, if xk

5 = dk, χk
2 = 0,

χk
4 = 0, if xk

5 = −dk, χk
2 = 0.

and the others can be similarly shown.
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Finally, using Equation (3) to obtain dk,

∑

i

hi

(

χk
i

)2
= h0χ

k
0χ

k
0 + h1χ

k
1χ

k
1 + h2χ

k
2χ

k
2 + h3χ

k
3χ

k
3 + h4χ

k
4χ

k
4 + h5χ

k
5χ

k
5 + h6χ

k
6χ

k
6

= χk
0χk

0 + 2χk
1χ

k
1 + χk

2χ
k
2 + 2χk

3χk
3 + 2χk

4χ
k
4 + χk

5χ
k
5 + 2χk

6χ
k
6

= 16.

Then the complete character irreducible representations is shown in Table 8.

Table 8: Character Irreducible Representations of
Finite Metacyclic Group of Order 16 of Type 7

3.3 Irreducible Representations of Finite Metacyclic Groups of Class At Least

Three of Order 16 of Type 8

Using Equation (1), we obtain the class multiplication coefficients for all cases as given
below:

c00,0 = 1

c01,1 = 1

c02,2 = 1

c03,3 = 1

c04,4 = 1

c05,5 = 1

c06,6 = 1

c11,0 = 2

c11,3 = 1

c12,1 = 1

c12,3 = 1

c13,4 = 2

c13,2 = 1

c14,3 = 1

c15,6 = 2

c16,5 = 2

c22,0 = 2

c22,4 = 2

c23,2 = 1

c23,3 = 1

c24,3 = 1

c25,5 = 2

c33,0 = 2

c33,2 = 1

c34,1 = 1

c35,6 = 2

c36,5 = 2

c44,0 = 1

c45,5 = 1

c46,6 = 1

c55,0 = 4

c55,2 = 4

c55,4 = 4

c56,1 = 4

c56,3 = 4

c66,0 = 4

c66,2 = 4

c66,4 = 4

Next, using Equation (2) for example i = j = 0,

h0h0χ
k
0χk

0 = dk

9
∑

s=0

C00,shsχ
k
s

= dk(C00,0h0χ
k
0 + C00,1h1χ

k
1 + C00,2h2χ

k
2 + C00,3h3χ

k
3 + C00,4h4χ

k
4

+ C00,5h5χ
k
5 + C00,6h6χ

k
6

= dk((1)h0χ
k
0 + (0)h1χ

k
1 + (0)h2χ

k
2 + (0)h3χ

k
3 + (0)h4χ

k
4 + (0)h5χ

k
5 + (0)h6χ

k
6

= dkh0χ
k
0 .



Computing Irreducible Representation of Finite Metacyclic Groups of Order 16 87

Thus χk
0 = dk.

Similarly, we obtain

χk
4 = ±dk,

χk
2 = ±dk, ifχk

4 = dk,

χk
2 = 0, ifχk

4 = −dk.

and the others can similarly be shown.
Finally, using Equation (3) to obtain dk:
∑

i

hi

(

χk
i

)2
= h0χ

k
0χ

k
0 + h1χ

k
1χ

k
1 + h2χ

k
2χ

k
2 + h3χ

k
3χ

k
3 + h4χ

k
4χ

k
4 + h5χ

k
5χ

k
5 + h6χ

k
6χ

k
6

= χk
0χk

0 + 2χk
1χ

k
1 + χk

2χ
k
2 + 2χk

3χk
3 + 2χk

4χ
k
4 + χk

5χ
k
5 + 2χk

6χ
k
6

= 16.

Thus the character irreducible representations are listed in Table 9.

Table 9: Character Irreducible Representations of
Finite Metacyclic Group of Order 16 of Type 8

3.4 Irreducible Representations of Finite Metacyclic Groups of Class At Least

Three of Order 16 of Type 9

We use the same steps as above and obtain the complete character irreducible representa-
tions as given in Table 10.

4 CONCLUSION

Burnside method can be applied to any type of groups without having to consider the
structure of the group. Because of that, we used this method to obtain the irreducible
representation for some types of finite metacyclic groups.
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Table 10: Character Irreducible Representations of
Finite Metacyclic Group of Order 16 of Type 9
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